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                   The Tri-City Signal 
                          May 2022 

                  Unit 442 Newsletter 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next Unit Game 

Thursday, June 2 

5:30 p.m. 
Richland Community Center 

 

LOCAL GAMES SCHEDULE  
 
MONDAYS 
WallaWalla/Tri-Cities/Yakima/Wenatchee 
Bridge Base Online (BBO), 6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAYS * 
Three Rivers DBC, 12:15 p.m. 
Richland Community Center 
May come without partner 
 
WEDNESDAYS * 
Three Rivers DBC, 5:30 p.m.  
Richland Community Center 
 
First THURSDAY 
June 2 - Unit Championship Game 
Richland Community Center, 5:30 p.m. 
 
FRIDAYS 
WallaWalla/Tri-Cities/Yakima/Wenatchee  
BBO, 6:30 p.m. 
 
SATURDAYS 
WallaWalla/Tri-Cities/Yakima/Wenatchee  
BBO, 3:30 p.m. 
 
*Tuesday games results - available on Live for Clubs 
under Three Rivers DBC.  
Wednesday results are under Three Rivers DBC2. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
5/09   Tarene Collingham 
5/20   Marilyn Hesser 
5/25   Frances Covington 
5/25   Nancy Petrowicz 
5/29   Lynne Paasch 
    

                        
CONGRATULATIONS TO 

THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
WINNERS 

 
 
After our sectional tournaments, Unit 442 
recognizes the players who earned the most 
masterpoints during the event. Our players 
are divided into 3 categories, based on 
current masterpoints. 
 
This year’s winners are:  
 
Flight A (1500+ MPs): Usha Subrahmanyam 

Flight B (750+-1500 MPs): Karen DeMeritt 
Flight C (0-750 MPs): Brad Baker 

 
On a personal note, I would like to thank all 
those who cooperated with my request to 
mask up at our table. I tested negative for 
Covid on Wednesday. 

Jim Dukelow 
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Tri-Cities Sectional 
Richland, WA 
April 29-May 1 

 
Usha Subrahmanyam  12.10      
Chris Gorchels              11.19 
Karen DeMeritt             10.15 
Andy Hesser     9.28 
Brad Baker      8.78 
Carolann Williams    8.73 
Jim Dukelow      8.48 
Lynne Paasch     7.80 
Herb Wampole     7.69 
Jane Hunt      6.91 
Molly Ferguson    6.00 
Bruce Dudzik     5.97 
Judi Terjeson     5.80 
Marilyn Steele     4.19 
Lucie Fritz      4.08 
Henry Chou     3.97 
Dolly Ammann     3.39 
Livingstone Parkhill   3.37 
Jim Pierce      3.37 
Normand Dominique   2.84 
Donna Parkes     2.52 
Marjorie Gilmore    1.91 
David Gelles     1.91 
Sandra Hendry     1.91 
Marilyn Hesser     1.68 
Jim Tritz      1.35 
LeAnne Zaring     1.06 
Dave Orcutt     0.60 
Dave Brouwer     0.60 
Jeff Westcott     0.60 
Tami Westcott     0.60 
Pat Pinto      0.53 

       Joe Kraus      0.46 
 
 
 

 

FIRST PLACE FINISHERS 
 

Friday Afternoon - A 
Brad Baker & Andy Hesser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Afternoon - B & C 
Judi Terjeson & Lucie Fritz 
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Saturday (2-session) - A 

Usha Subrahmanyam & Chris Gorchels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday (2-session) - B 
Carolann Williams & Karen DeMeritt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday (2-session) - C 

Herb Wampole & Brad Baker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry Lang Swiss Teams - C 
Marilyn Steele, Jim Pierce, Judi Terjeson, 

& Livingstone Parkhill 
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      A Defensive Gem 

 
Board 2 at the April Unit Game was one of the 
more interesting boards I have seen in some 
time.  The auction seems pretty simple, and 
probably was the same at all tables. My guess 
is that West opened the bidding with 1 Spade 
and East raised to 4 Spades, ending the 
auction.  The result at the table was probably 
also the same at all the tables, with West 
going down one in 4 Spades.  And I guess that 
declarer did not give the play much thought. 
After ruffing the third round of hearts, she 
most likely pulled trumps and finessed the 
diamond, going set when she loses two tricks 
in each red suit.  But declarer might have a 
better line of play available.  Are you up to 
foiling an expert declarer? 
 
Say North leads the King of hearts, followed 
by the Queen, both winning, and then leads a 
third heart.  Now for the hand.   Dummy has  
S KJ654  H 942  D AQ74  C 2.  You are South, 
and your hand is  S 82  H AT8  D KJT6  C T953.  
When you play the Ace of hearts at trick 3, 
declarer ruffs.  Declarer then cashes the Ace 
of clubs, and leads the Queen of clubs, 
covered by the King with North, and ruffed in 
dummy.  Declarer then leads a small spade 
from dummy, winning in hand with the Queen.  
Declarer next leads the Jack of clubs, and 
ruffs it with the Jack in dummy as a safety play 
should South have only two clubs.  Declarer 
then cashes the King of spades, pulling your 
last trump. 
 
At this point, declarer leads a small diamond 
from dummy.   As South, do you win this trick 
with the ten or Jack?  If you played either of 
those cards, you have just let declarer make 
her contract.  You must play the six of 
diamonds; any other diamond, and you have 
just endplayed yourself.  Granted, it is 
extremely difficult to not win this trick, but if 
you have been paying attention, you will recall 
that declarer has shown up with five spades, 

two hearts, and three clubs, so declarer is 
known to have three non-spade cards left.   
 
If declarer had a club and two diamonds left, 
she could simply finesse in diamonds, 
intending to ruff her remaining club in dummy.  
So it makes sense to play declarer for three 
diamonds.  If declarer has the nine of 
diamonds, you can not prevent her from 
making her contract at this point.  Declarer's 
actual hand was  S AQ973  H J6  D 853 C AQJ.  
So if you did play the six of diamonds, it may 
not be long before you can expect paying 
clients to be at your door wanting a game with 
you. 
 
I particularly like this hand because there are 
other lessons to be learned by both North and 
West as well.  North must not simply lead 
another heart at trick 3; only the shift to a 
diamond at this point will prevent any 
possibility for South to be endplayed later.  A 
diamond lead would only be wrong if South 
holds six clubs.  (See if you can work out 
why.) If North does continue with a third round 
of hearts and declarer has the ten of 
diamonds instead of the eight, South would 
have no good option when a small diamond is 
led from dummy.   
 
And declarer should resist trying the club 
finesse, as even if it is successful, you can 
only pitch the fourth diamond from dummy, 
which does not help you at all.  It is best to 
look at your club holding as if it were Ace and 
two small, and ignore the Queen and Jack.  
You may have heard the term 'practice 
finesse,' which is where it does not help you, 
even if the finesse wins; this is an example of 
a possible practice finesse.  
 
Equally important is for declarer not to be in a 
hurry to draw trumps.  Declarer will need to 
eliminate the club suit from her hand before 
leading the diamond, and she needs to use 
the trump suit as an entry back to her hand to 
do so.  Only then should declarer turn her 
attention to the diamond suit. 
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And declarer should not be in a hurry to take 
the diamond finesse.  If nothing else works, 
she can always take the diamond finesse as 
a last resort.  But first give the opponents the 
chance to help her, either through a ruff and 
sluff or a possible endplay.  And the first 
diamond needs to be led from dummy to give 
South the chance to play second hand high 
and win the trick, while handing declarer her 
contract. 
 
All in all, this indeed is an excellent hand to 
learn from.   
             Submitted by Larry Trickey 

 

 
                           Newest  
                         70% Club  
                         Members 

 

Bruce Dudzik and Lucie Fritz 
70.75% at Bridge Buddies 

Tuesday, April 12th 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                 
 
Well, it took a Unit to hold a Sectional and I 
thank all of you for your help.  There are many 
people to recognize: 
 
Marilyn Steele: Sunday brunch and lunch, 
supplies and much more 
 
Marilyn Steele & Jane Hunt: Board 
preparation, hand records, & bridge supplies 
 
Jane Hunt: Finance, nametags, President’s 
Award, photography, and everything else 
 
Donna Parkes: Partnerships 
 
Usha Subrahmanyam, Kathryn Lang, 
Karen DeMeritt, and Sandra Hendry: 
Refreshments hostesses.  Also, all the people 
who brought food. Very impressive. 
 
Tami Westcott: Coffee and refreshment table 
 
Chris Gorchels: Coffee donation 
 
Lucie Fritz: Decorations & flowers 
 
Dave Orcutt: Facility setup 
 
Bruce Dudzik: Facility cleanup 
 
Jim Dukelow: Event Safety Coordinator  
 
Lynne Paasch: Restaurants hospitality  
 
We had no idea about attendance, so we 
planned for 62 tables.  Therefore, we were 
happy with 73.5.  However, the ACBL 
expenses were higher than published so we 
lost a little over $200. Fortunately, our 
treasury is robust and we can withstand a loss 
with ease.  It was all about getting back into 
the tournament mode, and that part was a big 
success! 

               Marilyn Hesser 

  


